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CSLEDD funds I-49 Cameras for the Opelousas Police Department

Opelousas, LA- In a significant move to bolster public safety, the Central St. Landry Economic Development
District has provided funding for installing cameras along I-49, a project initiated to support the Opelousas Police
Department. Opelousas Police Department is set to enhance its crime-fighting efforts with the introduction of
a state-of-the-art license plate surveillance camera system along Interstate 49. This initiative, funded by a
generous $149,000 from the Central St. Landry Economic District (CSLEDD), promises to accelerate the
apprehension of crime suspects through smarter and more efficient surveillance operations.

In a unanimous decision during their November 2023 board meeting, members of the Central St. Landry
Economic District committed to the deployment of solar-powered camera pods. These devices will be installed
on light poles at key locations on the north and south sides of 1-49, focusing on areas with the highest traffic
flow to maximize their effectiveness.

License Plate Recognition (LPR) cameras are instrumental in driving economic development within
communities by enhancing security and optimizing urban operations. These advanced cameras improve
safety, discouraging criminal activities and instilling confidence in residents, attracting businesses and
investors. LPR technology also streamlines traffic and parking management, improving overall efficiency and
accessibility for patrons, thus supporting local commerce. The data collected by LPR cameras further aids
municipalities in informed infrastructure planning, fostering a responsive urban environment. Ultimately, the
integration of LPR technology contributes to a more secure, efficient, and economically vibrant community.

While the precise locations for the camera installation are still under consideration, Assistant Chief Mark
Guidry of the Opelousas Police Department highlighted the strategic planning behind the deployment. "Our
goal is to position these cameras in areas where they will have the most impact. Their mobility allows us to
adapt to changing needs, ensuring we can respond swiftly to crime patterns across the region," Guidry
explained.

The funding agreement also includes a comprehensive three-year maintenance contract, warranty, and
support services through Motorola Corporation, ensuring the longevity and reliability of this critical
infrastructure. Craig Noel, CEO of American Integration Contractors, underscored the potential for expanding



this initiative through private-public partnerships. "Businesses along I1-49 have expressed interest in supporting
this project, recognizing the significant impact it could have on crime prevention in the area," Noel stated.

The Opelousas Police Department with the help of organizations like the Central St. Landry Economic District
are committed to leveraging advanced technology such as LPR Cameras to create a safer community for all
residents and visitors to the area.

About CSLEDD: CSLEDD, a partner of the SLED group, was originally established in 2015 with the intent of creating a
more inviting proactive business environment along the I-49 Corridor in central St. Landry Parish, which includes the four
major interchanges located on 1-49 in the Opelousas area. To date, CSLEDD has invested millions of dollars in
infrastructure improvements to facilitate growth and has also enhanced the first impression of the corridor through a
broad range of beautification and art initiatives.



