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Opelousas Downtown Development District Sees $218,241 in District Businesses Through Building 

Improvement Grant 

 

Opelousas, LA – The Opelousas Downtown Development District (ODDD) is proud to announce a significant 

investment of $218,241.00 in improvements through five businesses within the district, thanks to the $56,088.09 

provided by the ODDD 2023-24 Building Improvement Grant (BIG) Program. 

 

Since its launch in 2021, the BIG Program has been a cornerstone of the ODDD’s dedication to bolstering local 

businesses. With the latest round of funding, the ODDD has now awarded a total of $79,329.59 to a total of 18 

businesses which yielded over $388,537.00 in district-wide improvements. 

 

The BIG Program allows qualified business and commercial property owners in the Opelousas Downtown 

Development District to apply for grant funds dedicated to building rehabilitation work.  This initiative has played 

a pivotal role in driving community development forward.  

 

"Through the Building Improvement Grant, we aim to empower our local businesses and preserve the historic 

charm of Opelousas," said Lena Charles, Chairwoman of ODDD. "This program is a testament to the successful 

partnership between the City of Opelousas, Opelousas Downtown Development District, and Opelousas Main 

Street." 

 

The BIG Program aligns to preserve Opelousas's historic identity and cultural assets while stimulating local 

investment. By providing financial support for building rehabilitation, the program enhances the overall aesthetic 

and functionality of businesses within the district. 

 

Business and property owners within the Opelousas Downtown Development District are encouraged to take 

advantage of the BIG Program by applying for grant funds to facilitate building improvements. This initiative not 

only benefits individual businesses but also contributes to the continued revitalization and economic development 

of the district. 

 

About Opelousas Downtown Development District: The Opelousas Downtown Development District is dedicated 

to fostering economic growth, preserving historic assets, and enhancing the overall vibrancy of Opelousas. 

Through strategic initiatives and community partnerships, ODDD works to create a thriving downtown district 

that reflects the city's rich cultural heritage. 
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